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(57) ABSTRACT 

An active reservation system that allows an event vendor to 
maintain a stand-alone inventory control system which ties 
directly to an active reservation server, which in turn is 
distributed through Internet-based reservation systems (web 
sites) to the users of the Internet. The reservation system 
includes a local event server that provides the means of 
maintaining the inventory and the communications with the 
active reservation server. The local event server allows the 
event vendor to allocate, control and reserve their inventory 
at their place of business. This server can then communicate 
over a network to an active reservation server, which main- 
tains data that Internet-based reservation systems use to 
provide access to the inventory. The event vendor maintains 
total control over their inventory while allowing access to 
that inventory by a much larger audience. 
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ACTIVE RESERVATION SYSTEM Various approaches have been under taken to overcome 

the above limitations while affording some of the features 

RELATED APPLICATIONS achieved with the present invention. 

This applications claims the benefit under 35 USC 120 of For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,319,548 to Germain dis- 

U.S. Provisional Application No! 60/142,784 filed on JuL 8, 5 closes an interactive system that collects and analyzes golf 

j 999 information that is recorded on individual golf play record- 
ing cards. The recording cards also store course information 

FIELD OF INVENTION such as weather conditions, etc., for the use of individual 

TOs inventkm relates to reservation systems for goods ln P 1 ^ 1 *- ™* ^ em also can be set up to be a central 

, . ,-1* I c °.io database for storing tee-tune reservations for courses world- 

and services, and, in particular, to a system for reserving 

available inventory under the control of the inventory 

holder, while providing access to their inventory through us - Pat - No * 5,422,809 to Griffin et al. discloses a system 

iDternet communication networks. providing travel destination information and making travel 

destinations. The system includes an information storage 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 15 and retrieval system for storing, referencing, and retrieving 

T , . . 4 * i j * various travel destinations from a database. This type system 

Various inventory control and reservation systems are . , . ,. . . . . TT J . F ' , 

. , c j j . * • * • mi includes individual kiosk screens. However, the individual 

employed for coods and services. The present invention will 4 , 4 ^ , , 4 , , . . 4l _ 

« * j ... • r r . .. r screens are connected to a central database that stores the 

be described with primary reference to the reservation ol . _ . , £ . . , . . , . A , 

j j • r u i < , , . i o ij rt „„„ 0 , information and the system can then access individual travel 

accommodations, such as hotel and motel rooms. However, 9n , . . 4 . J . . _ . . „ , 

. <<< « , .\ . .I 4 destinations to make reservations. The system is controlled 

it will be readily apparent that the present reservation , - A . , A , 4 4 . . J . . . . . 

• ' j • • j • *. r 1-** by the central database to the exclusion of the local site, 

systems may be used in a wide variety of applications J 

wherein an inventory is made available for local, on-site us - Pat N °- 5,581,461 to Coll et al. discloses a centra^ 

transactions and remotely made available through telecom- reservation system that manages data shared among a central 

munications networking and the Internet in particular. « database and a niimber of remote databases. This system is 

Accordingly, the system may be used for entertainment and ™ 6Xam P le of the , aforementioned central reservation 

sporting activities, vehicle rentals, tour packages and like f >* ten >> ^ a central database that store vanous reservation 

activities wherein the inventory demand arises on site or ^formation and is linked to several travel destinations 

off-site, contemporaneously or subsequently. jSaSl SeK™ 8 " 

The accommodations sector, particularly motels and 30 . 

hotels, has changed in recent time. Whereas previously U.S. Pat. No. 5,732,398 to Tagawa discloses a self-service 

local, independently operated establishments were predomi- svstem for travel-related services or products, 

nant and made reservations at point of sale, chains and However, this system uses a database that searches all 

franchises operating nationally under a common name have available Products, essentially taking the place of a travel 

become predominant. In order to serve more fully the 35 apnt, and is not linked directly between the local mventory 

national market, such businesses have employed a central Slle md the end user * 

reservation system accessed through toll free numbers. U.S. Pat. No. 5,797,126 to Helbling et al. discloses an 

Topically, a central reservation system has been used in automated system of viewing and dispensing theater tickets, 

conjunction with a local system at the site of the inventory This system acts like a central reservation system commu- 

to sell available inventory. Therein, the local system assesses 40 nicating directly with the consumer. All of the consumer's 

the local market, retains a portion of the inventory for local actions must be processed through the central station before 

sale, and transfer the remaining inventory to the central processing with the theater. 

reservation systems for distribution. This creates an open U.S. Pat. No. 5,864,818 to Feldman discloses a system of 

looped system wherein the two blocks of inventory are an automated hotel reservation processing method and sys- 

processed independently, each under the control of an 45 tern. This system acts as a central reservation system in that 

autonomous administrator and neither having contempora- the hotel receives reservations from a separate terminal that 

neous information on the overall state of the local inventory. is accessed by travel agents or other authorized users. 

While the central system status may be queried by the local Finally, U.S. Pat. No. 5,901,287 to Bull discloses a system 

site, reallocation of the central inventory is difficult and of aggregating and synthesizing data gathered from dispar- 

requires manual intervention through conventional commu- 50 ate sources such as those available on a network of the 

nication sources, typically person-to-person phone conver- Internet type. This system is more of a user profile synthe- 

sations. In such systems, the central system will book sizing system that tracks a user's on-line activities for 

reservations only until depletion, thereafter declining reser- individually tailored network use, rather than a system of 

vations even though inventory remains available at the local collecting reservation data at specific establishments, 

site. Further, the local site cannot accept reservations in 55 

excess of the local allotment even though the central system SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

has uncommitted inventory. As a result, the local system In view of the foregoing limitations, the present invention 

may operate at under capacity. has been developed to provide a system in which the event 

In such a setting and operation, the typical central reser- vendor's entire inventory resides at and is controlled at the 

vation system is a closed system. Only authorized personnel 60 local point of sale site. Rather than the vendor giving up 

can query the data and procure the inventory. The commu- control and sending its inventory to a central reservation 

nication between the event vendor and the central reserva- system for eventual sale, the vendor itself maintains control 

tion system is usually done via a dedicated data line on a of its inventory at its own location and allows access to the 

permanently connected or intermittently connected basis. data to whomever it decides, rather than only authorized 

This effectively limits the accessibility of the data to only 65 users of a central reservation system. Once the inventory is 

those authorized few and, in the case of intermittent systems, sold through one of many networked affiliations, a local 

not in real time. transaction removes the item from available inventory both 
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on-site and off-site. Thus, the present invention has been 
developed to allow event vendors to maintain their current 
reservation practices and control their inventory while pro- 
viding access to their inventory by anyone with Internet 
access. 5 

Herein, the event vendor uses a local event owner server 
to allocate, control and reserve their inventory at their place 
of business. The local server communicates over an Internet 
network to an active, remotely located reservation server. 
The reservation server maintains data on an Internet-based 1Q 
reservation systems and provides networked access to con- 
sumers therethrough to provide access to the inventory. 
Thus, the event vendor maintains total control over the local 
inventory while allowing access to that inventory by a much 
larger audience, namely anyone using Internet-based reser- 15 
vation systems that are available on the Internet. Upon 
confirming purchase of an inventory item, the local event 
server removes the item from the local server and accesses 
the reservation server to make a corresponding deduction. 

The present invention thus provides method for operating 2 q 
a system for locally and remotely reserving the purchase of 
goods and services using a local event server located at a 
local site and a reservation server with replicated data at a 
remote site using Internet connections. The local event 
server maintains an inventory of available goods and ser- 25 
vices and designates a rate structure for each of said goods 
and services. The local server allocates a portion of the 
inventory as reservation server inventory and transfer such 
data to the reservation server. The reservation server through 
web sites of their desired format makes the allocated inven- 30 
tory available to consumers through secondary Internet 
connections. The reservation server receives from consum- 
ers prospective reservations for discrete items and relevant 
consumer information. The reservation server communi- 
cates the prospective reservations to the local server. The 35 
local server accepts the prospective reservations and 
removes the items from the reservation inventory and estab- 
lishes an adjusted reservation server inventory. The local 
server creates a confirmation and communicates the adjusted 
reservation server inventory and said confirmation to the ^ 
reservation server; which communicates the confirmation to 
the consumer on an Internet connection. 

In view of the above, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide a reservations system that allows an 
event vendor's inventory to reside and be controlled at the 45 
point of sale through a local event server. 

Another object of the present invention is to allow access 
of an event vendor's inventory to anyone using Internet- 
based reservation systems (web sites) through an active 
reservation server, while the event vendor maintains control 50 
of its inventory at the point of sale. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide a 
local event server that has the capability to continue to 
operate should the connection to the active reservation 
server be lost, where the event vendor can continue point of ss 
sale reservation practices. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent upon reading the following 60 
detailed description taken in conjunction with the accom- 
panying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic of the active reservation system in 
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention; 65 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating the consumer inter- 
face with the the active reservation server; 
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FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the local server and 
Internet connection with the active reservation server; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the active reservation 
server and the network interface with the event owner server 
and the consumers; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating the consumer 
system and the Internet connection with the active reserva- 
tion system; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a consumer interface 
with the active reservation server; 

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a known consumer 
interface with the active reservation server; 

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a reseller interface with 
the active reservation server; 

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of the local event owner 
inventory control on the reservation system; and 

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of the event owner server 
processing of reservation requests. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention will be described by reference to 
the reservation of accommodations. However, it will be 
readily apparent that the present reservation systems may be 
used in a wide variety of applications wherein an inventory 
is made available for local, on-site transactions and remotely 
made available through telecommunications networking and 
the Internet in particular. Accordingly, the system may be 
used for entertainment and sporting activities, vehicle 
rentals, tour packages and like activities wherein the inven- 
tory demand arises on site or off -site, contemporaneously or 
subsequently. 

Referring to the drawings for the purpose of illustrating 
the preferred embodiments of the present invention and not 
for limiting same, FIG. 1 illustrates an active reservation 
system 10 for interfacing an event owner server (EOS) 12, 
under the control of a local event owner, and a consumer 
system 14, under the control of a consumer and prospective 
purchaser of the goods and services of the event owner, with 
an active reservation system (ARS) 16 located at a remote 
site and under the control of a third party administrator for 
facilitating transactions between the consumer and the event 
owner. The EOS 12 communicates with the ARS 16 through 
event owner modem 18 and Internet connection 20. The 
consumer system 14 communicates with the ARS 16 
through consumer modem 22 and Internet connection 24. 

Hie EOS 12 is located at a vendor's place of business and 
provides the means to maintain the local inventory of goods 
and services and communicate with the ARS 16. The local 
event server owns and controls the inventory of goods and 
services made available for sale through the ARS 16. The 
EOS 12 can function as a stand-alone system if the connec- 
tion to the ARS 16 is for whatever reason lost. As will 
become apparent, the local inventory may comprise a variety 
of goods and services available for sale at the local site. Such 
goods and services may comprise without limitation 
accommodations, rentals, sports and entertainment 
activities, and the like goods and service which are made 
available at the local site for purchase by consumers. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the EOS 12 comprises a computer 
system 30 communicating with the modem 18 through 
communication port 32. The system 30 includes a data 
storage device 34 maintaining for the purposes of the 
invention the operating system, inventory information, 
known consumer information and special inventory condi- 
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tioDS. The EOS 12 may comprise typically commercially Internet connection 87. In the model, all consumers, known 

available computer and software adjuncts used in conjunc- consumers and resellers access the event owners data at the 

tion with reserving and maintaining an inventory for such ASR 16 through standard Internet connections, 

goods and services, and accessing Internet services. The present invention allows a local event owner to 

Preferably, the EOS will be a standard x86 Pentium-class 5 supplement on-site sales with remote orders while retaining 

based system with ample CPU, speed memory and hard control and ownership of the inventory. The following 

drive storage to serve the needs of its operation with example will reference to an accommodations business 

emphasis on speed and maximum availability. wherein rooms are reserved both on-site and through 

« r- - . t-t^ a i/ • . remote, off-site Internet/web site arrangements, keeping in 

Refernng to FIG. 4, the ARS 16 comprises a computer ^ fl ^ the ^ eOTsin ^ opclItio ^ ma y bciTOV ^ fol 

system 40 communicating with the EOS through an Internet io ^ ^ aboye mentioned goods ^ 

connection and with consumers through network interface ^ a ^ ^ ^ havc oq a ^ 

42. The system 40 includes a data storage device 42 main- L r r • j * «• * i * 

, . . J , . * * j . a number of rooms of varying description, i.e. layout, 

taming for toe purposes of the inventor, a network operating acC6Ssibi% smoldn prefen r nce , bed descriptions and the 

system web 'server software and data base language includ- ^ t0 „ avai i able local mveritor y. 

mg but not limited to Internet information server (IIS) and 15 TT . , . . . , , j _ 

* ^ , . /o^t\ 11 • f *■ Usmg conventional inventory systems, the local vendor can 

structured query language (SQL) as well as information . . . . ■ *u -i u-r* c • * 

i . j . j j ■ • 1 j * 1- t < ■ query the system to determine the availability of inventory 

related to the goods and services including replicated inven- l L "l * • 1 j- L c ■* + j * 

r ™e . 11 1 j by such criteria mcluding number of umts, rates, dates or 

tory from the EOS, rate, reseller, known consumers, and tracked ^ Exp U nce ^ loca i conditioDS ^ 

special inventory .nformaUon The ARS 16 may comprise yendor ^ D6ede(J satis£y 

tymcaUy a commercially available computer ^ftware 20 allocation. The remaining 

adjuncts for the foregoing functions.. Preferably, the EOS would ^ 5e availablc for 

will be a standard x86 Pentium-class based system with , ' , ... . \ . . . c , c j . 

1 j - . j j * . . sale through third parties and is hereinafter referred to as 

ample CPU. speed memory and hard drive storage to serve * *c r i_- i_ t j • 

, r . ' r ... * • j j ■ off-site inventory, the specifics ol which may change dunng 

plural event owners with emphasis on speed and maximum 4 . - y ah. * i i 

r „ , T r r ^ the course of tune. As will become apparent, no local 

" allocation need necessarily be maintained. However, to 

Consumers in the present system may generally comprise avoid single or mil itiple large bookings that could exhaust 

various types: an ordinary consumer purchasing initially or ^ entire i nve ntory to the exclusion of on-site needs,' it is 

infrequently and subject to the posted rates and conditions, anticipated that the local owner would establish a local 

and known consumers frequently purchasing goods and allocation, keeping in mind that the present system accom- 

services and with whom special rates, commissions and mo dates ongoing revision thereof in response to local and 

conditions may apply. For example, known consumers may remote conditions. 

comprises travel agencies, hotel chains, tour brokers and the ^ ^ u housc& a rombination of ^ Part of mis 

data is replicated from the EOS 12 to allow an accurate 

Referring to FIG. 5, the consumer system 14 comprises a 35 representation of the current inventory available from the 

computer system 50 communicating with the modem 22 local evcnt owncr ^ never Ganges this replicated 

through communication port 52. The system 50 includes a data? it only it E0S 12 periodically updates the 

data storage device 54 mamUining an appropriate operating replicated data on the ARS 16 guaranteeing that the local 

system. The consumer system 50 may comprise typically event server 10 maintains control over the inventory. The 

commercially available system that can achieve an Internet ^ remainder of the data on the active reservation server is not 

connection and download and receive web pages. replicated from any other source. The ASR may display and 

Referring to FIG. 6, the known consumer system 60 also format the data according to their preferences and concur- 

communicates with a modem 62 through communication rently represent other vendors of goods and services, similar 

port 64. The system 60 includes a data storage device 66 or differing. 

maintaining an appropriate operating system and data rela- 4S Th e ASR maintains a replica of certain data elements that 

live to the consumer including a member number associated res id e on tne event owner server 12. These elements repre- 

with the event owner and PIN, as well as other information sen t the information the active reservation server needs to 

facilitating off-line transactions therebetween. The known provide an accurate representation of the event owner's 

consumer system 60 may comprise typically commercially inventory available to Internet-based reservation systems 12. 

available system that can achieve an Internet connection and 50 The active reservation server also houses data that is only 

download and receive web pages. needed by the Internet-based reservation systems, but is 

As described below, a further class of consumers include supplied by the local event server 10. This data is not needed 

resellers who have on line access to rates and conditions by the local event server 10 for stand-alone operation. The 

differing from the consumer data and generally based on Internet-based reservation systems uses this data to deter- 

prior arrangements, but for whom the entire transaction may 55 mine how to display available inventory. This data also 

be handled on-line. Access to such separate data can be contains other information, such as address and phone 

secured through password control. numbers. By storing this data on the active reservation 

Referring to FIG. 7, there is illustrated a comprehensive server only, the system remains flexible to changing inven- 

model for the reservation system incorporating the foregoing tory control needs of the local event owner server adminis- 

modules. Using like designations for the modules, therein 60 trator. 

The EOS 12 communicates with the ARS 16 through The local event server 10 provides the means to maintain 

modem 18 and Internet connection 20. The consumer system the inventory and the communications with the active res- 

22 communicates with the ARS 16 through modem 22 and ervation server 11 Control is guaranteed by storing the 

Internet connection 24. The known consumer system 60 inventory data locally and replicating it to the active reser- 

communicates with the ARS 16 through known consumer 65 vation server 16 and by maintaining a one-way connection 

modem 62 and Internet connection 24. The reseller system between the local event server 12 and the active reservation 

85 communicates with the ARS 16 through modem 86 and server 16. 
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In this hierarchy, the local event server 12 is considered 
the owner of the inventory. This allows total control over the 
inventory, which in turn allows total flexibility in selling the 
inventory. The data representing the inventory is stored on 
the local event server 12, and only parts that are needed by 
the Internet-based reservation systems are replicated to the 
active reservation server 16. The local event server 12 
handles the actual replication of the data and this guarantees 
that the local event server 12 controls the inventory that is 
seen by Internet-based reservation systems. 

Hie local event server's primary responsibility is as a 
stand-alone inventory management system. Its secondary 
responsibility is to replicate data to the active reservation 
server 16 and process reservation requests on the active 
reservation server 16. Should the connection to the active 
reservation server be lost, the local event server 12 has the 
capability to continue to operate as a stand-alone inventory 
management system. This allows the owners of the inven- 
tory to continue to sell based on their own business prac- 
tices. Only Internet-based reservations 12 are affected, and 20 
they are restored once the connection is reestablished. 

Referring to FIG. 8, the EOS constructs the interface with 
the ASR by logging on at block 100 through the Internet 
connection. Thereat, the EOS communicates with the SQL 
server through a conventional ODBC connection. 
Thereafter, the EOS inputs company specific information at 
block 102. Such information may include company name, 
address, telephone number, credits cards accepted, inventory 
specific conditions and the like. Next, the event owner at 
block 104 inputs into the EOS inventory data that is repli- 
cated to the ARS. For the present hotel example, such 
information may include classification as to room type, 
layout, bed availability, smoking preferences, location, and 
other information establishing discrete classes within the 
inventory spectrum. Thereafter, the event owner at block 
106 inputs rate data corresponding to such classifications. In 
a parallel module data specific to reseller terms is entered at 
block 108. Access may be secured and limited in accordance 
with conventional practices. At block 110, the event owner 
inputs data relative to the known consumer class. Such data 40 
may include names, identification and PIN. Further, at block 
112, the event owner inputs special inventory conditions. 
Such information is for direct display to the consumer and 
may include cancellation, check out, minimum stay and 
other aspects of the reservation tied to the inventory in 45 
general or a particular item. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a consumer, known consumer or 
reseller logs on to the ASR through a web page at block 120. 
Such a site might represent a plurality of goods and services, 
one of which is the event owner remote inventory. The 
consumer selects the event owner category at block 122. 
Based on the displayed available inventory according to the 
consumer's criteria, the consumer makes a specific inven- 
tory request at block 124. At block 126, the consumer enters 
appropriate and prompted information. The requested inven- 55 
tory and information is sent to the ASR at block 128. The 
ASR at block 130 receives the request in real time and 
queues the request for the EOS. Referring to FIG. 9, the 
event owner server periodically polls the ARS on a prede- 
termined schedule to see if any inventory requests are 60 
pending at block 140. If no new requests are determined at 
block 142, the event owner takes no action, block 144. If a 
request is pending as at block 146, the event owner process 
the request at block 148. Returning to FIG. 2, upon deter- 
mining and approving availability, the EOS at block 132 
confirms the request to the ASR and updates the available 
remote inventory. Thereafter, in response to confirmation, 



25 



30 



35 



50 



65 



the ASR issues notification to the consumer and provides a 
confirmation number at block 134. 

The local event server maintains the inventory through an 
application that is specific to the inventory type. Such goods 
and services programs are well known and used by the 
involved commercial activity. Such programs include defi- 
nition and description of the inventory as well as the means 
to sell the inventory locally. Such capability allows the event 
owner to sell local inventory contemporaneously and gives 
the local event owner priority in the event of a reservation 
conflict. To the extent such local sale invades the remote 
allocation, the EOS issues an appropriate revision to the 
ASR. 

Having the necessary data available on the active reser- 
vation server allows any type of reservation system that is 
needed to be constructed. Any number of Internet-based 
reservation systems can be tied into the active reservation 
server and any of these systems can be modified at any time 
to meet the needs of the individual event vender. These 
changes are available the next time the Internet-based res- 
ervation system is used. These Internet-based reservation 
systems are used by not only travel agents and booking 
agents, but also anyone with access to the Internet. 

The present invention may, of course, be carried out in 
other specific ways than those herein set forth without 
departing from the spirit and essential characteristics of such 
invention. The present embodiments are, therefore, to be 
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, 
and all changes coming within the meaning and equivalency 
range of the appended claims are intended to be embraced 
therein. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for operating an Internet based active reser- 
vation system for the purchase of goods and services, 
comprising: 

(a) providing an owner event server located at and oper- 
ated by a local event owner having an available inven- 
tory of goods and services at a local site; 

(b) providing an active reservation server located at and 
operated by user remote from said local site, said active 
reservation server accepting only data from said owner 
event server and formatting said data for viewing by an 
Internet-based consumer; 

(c) allocating said available inventory by only said owner 
event server at all times between local inventory and 
Internet inventory; 

(d) adjusting said available inventory by only said event 
owner at said owner event server at all times based on 
purchases of goods and services at said local event site; 

(e) communicating said allocated Internet inventory only 
to said active reservation server, 

(f) receiving purchase requests for goods and services in 
said Internet inventory at said active reservation server 
from said Internet-based consumer; 

(g) communicating said purchase requests from said 
active reservation server to said owner event server; 

(h) accepting said purchase requests solely at said local 
event server and adjusting said Internet inventory only 
by said owner event server at all times to establish an 
adjusted Internet inventory; 

(i) communicating said accepting and said adjusted Inter- 
net inventory from said owner event server to said 
active reservation server; and 

(j) communicating said accepting and confirmation indi- 
cia relative thereto from said active reservation system 
to said Internet consumer 
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2. A method for operating a system for locally and 
remotely reserving the purchase of goods and services, 
comprising: establishing an local event server located at a 
local site: establishing a reservation server at a remote site; 
communicating said local event server with said reservation 
server through a first Internet connection; maintaining on 
said local server an inventory of available goods and ser- 
vices; designating a rate structure for each of said goods and 
services; allocating a portion of said inventory at all times 
only at said local event server as reservation server inven- 
tory including said rate structure; communicating said res- 
ervation server inventory at all times only by said local event 
server to said reservation server; making available to con- 
sumers through secondary Internet connections said reser- 
vation server inventory in a reservation server selected 15 
format; receiving from consumers through said secondary 
Internet connection prospective reservations from said con- 
sumers for discrete items in said reservation server inventory 
and consumer identification indicia for such consumers; 
communicating said prospective reservations from said res- 
ervation server to said local server; accepting said prospec- 
tive reservations only at said local server at all times for said 
discrete items and removing said discrete items from said 
reservation inventory only at said local server at all times to 
establish an adjusted reservation server inventory; creating 
confirmation accepting indicia of said accepting at said local 
server; communicating said adjusted reservation server 
inventory and said confirmation accepting indicia from said 
local server to said reservation server, communicating said 
confirmation accepting indicia from said reservation server 
to said consumers; and making available to consumers 
through said secondary Internet connections said adjusted 
reservation server inventory in a reservation server selected 
format. 

3. A method for system for the reserving goods and 
services at a local site, comprising: 

providing a first server located at said local site and 
establishing thereon an available inventory of goods 
and services available at a local site; 

providing an active reservation server located at a remote 
site not connected with said local site, said active 
reservation server only accepting data at all times from 
said owner event server and only formatting said data 
for viewing by an Internet-based consumer; 

designating on said local server a compilation of available 
inventory allocated only at said at said local server at all 
times between local inventory and Internet inventory; 

accepting reservations for the goods and services only at 
said local site at all times and adjusting said available 
inventory at said local server in accordance with said 
adjusting based on purchases of goods and services at 
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said local event site and adjusting said Internet inven- 
tory as required to establish a current Internet inven- 
tory; 

communicating said current Internet inventory as data to 
said reservation server; 

displaying said current Internet inventory at said reserva- 
tion server in a reservation server selected format on a 
web site for viewing by prospective consumers; 

receiving purchase requests at said reservation server for 
goods and services as displayed in said selected format 
on said web site from consumers for items available in 
said current Internet; 

communicating said purchase requests from said reserva- 
tion server to said local server; 

accepting said purchase requests only at said local server 
at all times; 

adjusting said current Internet inventory to establish an 
adjusted Internet inventory accounting for the accept- 
ing of said purchase requests; 

communicating said accepting and said adjusted Internet 
inventory from said local server to said reservation 
server; and 

(j) communicating said reservation server to said con- 
sumer through an Internet connection. 

4. A locally maintained reservation system for the local 
and remote reservation of available items, said reservation 
system comprising: local server means including inventory 
control means for compiling available items for reservation; 
means operatively associated with said local server means 
allocating only at said local server means at all times at least 
a portion of said available items for remote reservation 
through an Internet-based web site on reservation serving 
means; means for communicating to said reservation server 
means an itemization of said portion of available items and 
rates and conditions attendant thereto; means associated 
with said local server means for receiving from said reser- 
vation serving means prospective reservations for discrete 
items in said portion of available items; means associated 
with said local server means for accepting said prospective 
reservations only at said local server means at all times and 
adjusting said portion of available items only at said local 
server means at all times in accordance therewith to estab- 
lish a revised portion; and means associated only with said 
local server means at all times for communicating to said 
reservation server means said revised portion and supplant- 
ing the prior portion whereby reservations and said local site 
and remote site can be simultaneously processed without 
redundancy. 
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